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1
INDUCING COMMAND INPUTS FROM
PROPERTY SEQUENCES

BACKGROUND

This specification relates to language processing systems.

The Internet provides access to a wide variety of resources
for different resource properties. Such resource properties
may include different websites, and/or different corpora that
respectively provide video resources, image resources, web
page resources, flight schedule resources, map resources, etc.
Resources and services for each resource property are gener-
ally provided by servers or server systems. The resources and
services are accessed through uniform resource identifiers
(URIs) such as uniform resource locators (URLs).

One resource property that can be used to search the cor-
pora is a search system web site. A search system crawls the
Internet and indexes the resources and services in an index (or
a set of indexes) for use in searching. A search system can
search the resources using different search algorithms, where
each algorithm designed for a specific corpus. Additionally,
some search systems are configured to perform specific
operations for some queries in addition to searching an index
for the query. For example, the query “SF to ATL” may
provide web pages that are responsive to the query, but may
also provide a list of flights from San Francisco to Atlanta.
The latter information may be gathered by accessing aservice
for a flight corpus in response to the query, and thus the user
need not navigate to a flight database website and manually
query for flights from San Francisco to Atlanta.

Providers of information are striving to provide users with
access to this information in an intuitive, fluid manner. One
way of providing such access is by speech recognition.
Speech recognition and speech processing systems are preva-
lent in many consumer electronic devices. Many of these
electronic devices now utilize speech command processing
techniques to invoke and perform particular operations. For
example, a user device, such as a smart phone, can process
speech commands to perform specified operations that
include searching the web, requesting a map, booking flights,
and so on. Each of these operations may be carried out by
different services on different corpora.

Often users will provide a clear indication of the type of
information they need, and a search system can process the
information accordingly. Such indications may be from que-
ries that provide a clear expression of the user’s informational
needs. An example is the query [Map San Francisco to
Atlanta]. However, sometimes users may not provide queries
that clearly describe an informational need, or a search sys-
tem may not have yet learned that a particular query should be
used to invoke a particular operation. An example of such a
query is [route me from San Francisco to Atlanta].

SUMMARY

In general, one innovative aspect of the subject matter
described in this specification can be embodied in methods
that include the actions of accessing command input logs
storing data defining user device sessions; identitying, from
the command input logs, user device sessions that each
respectively store: a sequence of two or more command
inputs, each command input specifying one or more param-
eter values, and each command input having a respective
ordinal position in the sequence, and wherein the sequence
includes at least one pair of a first command input that pre-
cedes a second command input in ordinal position in the
sequence; first operation data indicating a first operation per-
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formed on data from a first resource property in response to
the first command input; second operation data indicating a
second operation performed on data from a second resource
property in response to the second command input; identify-
ing pairs of first and second command inputs from respective
user device sessions for which the first and second operation
data are indicative of a first operation failure and a second
operation success; and determining, from the identified pairs
of first and second command inputs, command inputs for
which a parsing rule that is associated with the second opera-
tion is to be generated. Other embodiments of this aspect
include corresponding systems, apparatus, and computer pro-
grams, configured to perform the actions of the methods,
encoded on computer storage devices.

Particular embodiments of the subject matter described in
this specification can be implemented so as to realize one or
more of the following advantages. The system identifies com-
mand input sequences that are indicative of first operation
failure for a first resource property and a second operation
success for a second resource property that is different from
the first resource property. The command input for the first
operation failure may then be processed and associated with
the second operation for the second resource property. Thus,
by utilizing crowdsourcing techniques from log data, parse
rules for command inputs that are most reflective of user
behavior are generated for particular actions. Accordingly,
new parses for an existing set of parses for a particular action
emerge without requiring detailed studies of commands, or
generation of additional command inputs by evaluators. This
reduces the overall parse model maintenance costs and main-
tenance time.

The details of one or more embodiments of the subject
matter described in this specification are set forth in the
accompanying drawings and the description below. Other
features, aspects, and advantages of the subject matter will
become apparent from the description, the drawings, and the
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an environment in which log
data are processed to facilitate inducing command inputs
from property sequences.

FIG. 2is aflow diagram of an example process for inducing
command inputs from property sequences.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an example process for identi-
fying a pair of command inputs.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an example process for gener-
ating groups of pairs of command inputs.

Like reference numbers and designations in the various
drawings indicate like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A system accesses command input logs storing data defin-
ing user device sessions. From these command input logs, the
system identifies user device sessions that each respectively
store a sequence of two or more command inputs. For each
sequence, each command input specifies one or more param-
eter values, and each command input has a respective ordinal
position in the sequence. Thus, each sequence includes at
least one pair of a first command input that precedes a second
command input in ordinal position in the sequence.

The command input logs also store first operation data
indicating a first operation performed on data from a first
resource property in response to the first command input, and
second operation data indicating a second operation per-
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formed on data from a second resource property in response
to the second command input. For example, first operation
data may be a query submitted to a search system, and data
indicating which, if any of the search results provided in
response to the query were selected by a user at a user device.
The second operation data may be map locations and a com-
mand to provide directions input to a map service web site.

The system identifies pairs of first and second command
inputs from respective user device sessions for which the first
and second operation data are indicative of a first operation
failure and a second operation success. Any appropriate heu-
ristic may be used to determine whether the first and second
operation data are indicative of a first operation failure and a
second operation success, and example heuristics are
described below. The indication of a first operation failure
followed by a second operation success is a signal that the first
operation at the first resource property did not satisfy users’
informational needs, but that the second operation at the
second resource property did satisfy users’ informational
needs. Thus, associating the first command input at the first
property with the second operation can facilitate providing
information from the second operation when the command
input is again received at the first property.

For example, a parsing rule associated with the second
operation can be generated for the first command input. Then,
at a later time, when first command input is received at the
search engine property, the search engine can cause a service
at the second resource property to perform the second opera-
tion and provide the data generated in response to the second
operation in addition to the data provided in response to a
search operation.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an environment in which the
command models for corresponding actions are utilized. A
computer network 102, such as a local area network (LAN),
wide area network (WAN), the Internet, or a combination
thereof, provides for data communication between electronic
devices and systems. Examples of such electronic device and
systems include web sites 104 and user devices 106. The
computer network 102 may also be included, or be in data
communication with, one or more wireless networks 103.

A website 104 includes one or more resources 105 associ-
ated with a domain name and hosted by one or more servers.
An example website is a collection of web pages formatted in
hypertext markup language (HTML) that can contain text,
images, multimedia content, and programming elements,
such as scripts. Each website 104 is maintained by a content
publisher, which is an entity that controls, manages and/or
owns the website 104. A resource 105 is any data that can be
provided by the website 104 over the network 102 and that is
associated with a resource address.

The websites 104 may also provide data for a specific
corpus type. For example, a particular website may provide
images; another website may provide book related data;
another website may provide map services, and the like.

A user device 106 is an electronic device that is capable of
requesting and receiving resources over the network 102,
establishing communication channels, e.g., voice communi-
cations, with other user devices 106, and also capable of
performing other actions. Example user devices 106 include
personal computers, mobile communication devices, and
other devices that can send and receive data over the network
102. The user devices 106 may communicate over the net-
works 102 and 103 by means of wired and wireless connec-
tions.

To facilitate searching of these resources 105, the search
system 110 identifies the resources by crawling the publisher
websites 104 and indexing the resources provided by the
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publisher websites 104. The resources are indexed and the
index data are stored in an index 112. Although the index 112
is depicted as a single entity, it can include multiple parts and
different indexes. Furthermore, as described above, multiple
corpora each of a different content type, can be indexed.

The user devices 106 submit search queries to the search
system 110. The search queries are submitted in the form of a
search request that includes the search request and, option-
ally, a unique identifier that identifies the user device 106 that
submits the request. The unique identifier can be data from a
cookie stored at the user device, or a user account identifier if
the user maintains an account with the search system 110, or
some other identifier that identifies the user device 106 or the
user using the user device.

In response to the search request, the search system 110
uses the index 112 to identify resources that are relevant to the
queries. The search system 110 identifies the resources in the
form of search results and returns the search results to the user
devices 106 in search results page resource. A search result is
data generated by the search system 110 that identifies a
resource or provides information that satisfies a particular
search query, which is a command input for the search system
110.

The search results are ranked based on scores related to the
resources identified by the search results. The scores can
differ based on the corpus searched. For example, for a web
corpus, the scores can be based on information retrieval
(“IR”) scores, and optionally a separate ranking of each
resource relative to other resources (e.g., an authority score).
For an image search, the scores can be based on a selection
rate of the image and the relevance of label terms to the query.
Other scoring schemes are used for other corpora. The search
results are ordered according to these scores and provided to
the user device according to the order.

The user devices 106 receive the search results pages and
render the pages for presentation to users. In response to the
user selecting a search result at a user device 106, the user
device 106 requests the resource identified by the resource
locator included in the selected search result. The publisher of
the website 104 hosting the resource receives the request for
the resource from the user device 106 and provides the
resource to the requesting user device 106.

In some implementations, the command inputs of user
devices 106 are stored in log data 114. The log data 114 stores
data defining device sessions, command inputs received dur-
ing the sessions, and actions taken in response to the com-
mand inputs. As used in this description, a device session, or
simply a session, is defined by one or more command inputs
that are received and grouped together to indicate they
occurred during a session. The session can be defined by a
variety of appropriate ways. For example, a session may be a
set of command inputs received during a predefined time
period, e.g., 30 minutes; or may be up to N inputs, e.g., up to
50 inputs; or may be a period during which a user maintained
interactions with the user device until an inactivity time out
(e.g., five minutes) occurred. Other appropriate criteria to
define a session can also be used.

For each command input, the log data 114 also stores data
describing actions taken in response to the command input.
The data describing actions taken in response to the command
input can be, for example, data describing service requests
and parameters passed to the service; and actions taken at the
user device, such as the selection of search results; etc. Fur-
thermore, some of the command inputs may not directly
result in action performed by the user device. This may be the
result of a command input not being parsed by rule associated
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with an action, or being parsed by a rule associated with an
action that is not an action the user desires, or for some other
reason.

The log data 114 also indicates, for each session, the
sequence of command inputs. Ordinal positions of the com-
mand inputs for each session can be defined by timestamps,
sequence values, or other appropriate data that can be used to
derive an ordinal position of a command input relative to
other command inputs for a session. The log data 114 can thus
be used to determine the respective sequences of command
inputs submitted by the user devices, the actions taken in
response to the command inputs, and how often the command
inputs have been submitted.

As used in this specification, “command input” or “com-
mand input sentence” can be an input sentence, a query, or
any other input that has one or more terms. The input does not
need to be a grammatically correct and complete sentence,
e.g., it need not have both a predicate and a subject. For
example, the following input would constitute a command
input, but would not constitute a grammatically complete
sentence: “Images of lions.” A command input need not have
an associated parsing rule, nor have annotations or other data
describing terms of the command input. The language pro-
cessing system, in some implementations, can process com-
mand inputs to generate a parsing rule and provide such
annotations. In general, any input of one or more terms can be
a command input, regardless of whether the particular com-
mand input is associated with other language processing data,
such as parsing rules, parts of speech tagging, etc.

In situations in which the systems discussed here collect
personal information about users, or may make use of per-
sonal information, the users may be provided with an oppor-
tunity to control whether programs or features collect user
information (e.g., information about a user’s social network,
social actions or activities, profession, a user’s preferences, or
auser’s current location), or to control whether and/or how to
receive content from the content server that may be more
relevant to the user. In addition, certain data may be treated in
one or more ways before it is stored or used, so that personally
identifiable information is removed. For example, a user’s
identity may be treated so that no personally identifiable
information can be determined for the user, or a user’s geo-
graphic location may be generalized where location informa-
tion is obtained (such as to a city, ZIP code, or state level), so
that a particular location of a user cannot be determined.
Thus, the user may have control over how information is
collected about the user and used by a content server.

In some implementations, the search system 110 may be
able to perform language processing on received queries. The
results of the language processing are associated with par-
ticular actions. For example, a query, which may be inter-
preted as a potential command input that may invoke a par-
ticular action, may be parsed by parsing rules stored in
command models data 132. The command models data 132
associates’ actions with corresponding command models by
use of parsing rules, such as grammars. The command models
data 132 store command models for actions specified by
action data 134, and are generated by the command model
generator 130.

The search system 110 may interpret every received query
as acommand input, and depending on the parsing result, may
perform a web search, and also perform an additional opera-
tion (or cause another system to perform the additional opera-
tion and provide the resulting information to the search sys-
tem 110, which then, in turn, provides the resulting
information with the search results), or may only perform the
additional operation in lieu of a search operation.
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Some command inputs, however, may not result in a suc-
cessful parse by a parsing rule. This may be due to the fact that
there are many ways users can express an informational need,
and not all of those ways can be anticipated a priori. For
example, a user may desire a map route for driving from San
Francisco to Atlanta, and thus may speak the following input
into a user device: [route me from San Francisco to Atlanta].
The user device, using a speech to text process, converts the
voice input in the corresponding textual query and sends the
query to the search system 110. The search system 110 then
accesses command models data 132 to parse the command
inputs. Assume that there is no parsing rule that successfully
parses the command input [route me from San Francisco to
Atlanta]. As a result, the search system 110 processes the
input as a standard web query, searches the index 112 for
webpages that are responsive to the query, and provides
search results to the user device that submitted the query.

The search results that are provided, however, do not
include a map route from San Francisco to Atlanta. The user
thus does not select any of the search results, and instead
navigates to another property—a map serving website and
inputs a starting parameter value of “San Francisco” and
destination parameter value of “Atlanta.” The map service
provides the route to the user device. At the user device, the
user takes an action indicating satisfaction of his or her infor-
mational need, such as e-mailing the route to an e-mail
account, bookmarking the route, or printing the route.

Similar signals derived from command input sequences
may occur for other resource properties as well. For example,
a user may provide the input [Give me a list of books John
Steinbeck wrote]. Assume the query is not parsed by a parsing
rule associated with a book corpus search for books authored
by a particular author, and the user is dissatisfied with the
searchresults provided, e.g., the user selects only a few search
results, each resulting in a “short click,” in which the user
navigates back to the search results page. The user then
searches a book corpus from using the author’s name as the
search parameter, and receives a listing of titles authored by
John Steinbeck. The user then takes actions indicating user
satisfaction (e.g., browsing the titles, saving the list, etc.).

The users in both situations above exhibit a parallel behav-
ior—their actions express dissatisfaction for data provided in
response to a first operation for a first resource property,
followed by actions that express satisfaction for data provided
in response to a second operation for a second resource prop-
erty. Provided there is sufficient co-occurrence for similar
pairs of command inputs, the behavior is a signal that a
command input for a first operation at a property will not
satisfy a user’s information need, but a similar command
input for a second operation for a second property will.

Thus, in some implementations, a command sequence
identifier 120 is used to mine the log data 114 and identifier
command input pairs of first and second command inputs.
From these command input pairs, command inputs for which
parsing rules are to be generated are identified. Operation of
the command sequence identifier 120, in combination with
other subsystems, is describe with reference to FIG. 2, a flow
diagram of an example process 200 for inducing command
inputs from property sequences. The process 200 can be
implemented in a data processing apparatus of one or more
computers programmed to carry out the operations described
below.

The command sequence identifier 120 accesses command
input logs storing data defining user device sessions (202).
For example, the command sequence identifier 120 accesses
the log data 114. The log data 114 store data defining user
device sessions, as described above.
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The command sequence identifier 120 identifies user
device sessions that each respectively store a sequence of two
or more command inputs (204). For example, as described
above, the logs store data for each user device. The sessions
may be identified in a variety of ways, and is defined by one
or more command inputs that are received and grouped
together to indicate they occurred during a session. A session
may be a set of command inputs received during a predefined
time period, e.g., 30 minutes; or may be up to N command
inputs, e.g., up to 50 inputs; or may be a period during which
a user maintained interactions with the user device until an
inactivity time out (e.g., five minutes) occurred. Other appro-
priate criteria to define a session can also be used. Only the
sessions that have at least two or more command inputs are
identified.

Each command input specifies one or more parameter val-
ues, and each command input has a respective ordinal posi-
tion in the sequence. Thus a sequence of two or more com-
mand inputs includes at least one pair of a first command
input that precedes a second command input in ordinal posi-
tion in the sequence.

The command sequence identifier 120 identifies pairs of
first and second command inputs from respective user device
sessions for which the first and second operation data are
indicative of a first operation failure and a second operation
success (206). For example, the command sequence identifier
120 identifies sequence of two or more command inputs for
which the first command input has associated first operation
data indicating a first operation performed on data from a first
resource property in response to the first command input, and
second operation data indicating a second operation per-
formed on data from a second resource property in response
to the second command input. As described above, a variety
of appropriate heuristics can be used to determine whether an
operation failure or success occurred. The heuristic are
indicative of satisfaction of a user’s informational need.

To illustrate, assume a session has three sequences of com-
mand inputs: [Atlanta Aquarium] for the search system 110
resource property (e.g., the search system 110 webpage), [get
me flights from San Francisco to Atlanta] for the search
system 110 resource property, and the command input in the
form of input parameters [ORIGIN: SFO; DESTINATION:
ATL] for a flight booking resource property. The command
inputs [ Atlanta Aquarium] and [get me flights from San Fran-
cisco to Atlanta] cannot constitute a pair of first and second
command inputs because both resulted in an operation (a
search of a web index) for the same resource property (the
search engine webpage). However, the command inputs [get
me flights from San Francisco to Atlanta] and [ORIGIN:
SFO; DESTINATION: ATL] potentially constitute a pair
because the first command input is for a search engine prop-
erty and the second command input is for a flight booking
property, which is different from the search engine property.

The command inputs [get me flights from San Francisco to
Atlanta] and [ORIGIN: SFO; DESTINATION: ATL] “poten-
tially” constitute a pair because they must also be associated
with first and second operation data that are respectively
indicative of a first operation failure and a second operation
success. Assume, for example, that the user did not select any
search results provided for the search operation in response to
the query [get me flights from San Francisco to Atlanta], and
data descriptive of the user’s interactions are stored in the log
data 114. The command sequence identifier 120, using an
appropriate heuristic, will interpret this as an operation fail-
ure.

Also assume that the user did select additional pages and
booking options on the flight booking resource property in
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response to flight data provided in response to the command
input [ORIGIN: SFO; DESTINATION: ATL], and data
descriptive of the user’s interactions are stored in the log data
114. The command sequence identifier 120, using the appro-
priate heuristic, will interpret this as an operation success.
Accordingly, the command inputs [get me flights from San
Francisco to Atlanta] and [ORIGIN: SFO; DESTINATION:
ATL] are identified as a pair of command inputs.

In some implementations, the command sequence identi-
fier 120 processes only command inputs that are in incremen-
tal ordinal sequence and does not process potential pairs of
command inputs that have an intervening command input.
For example, [ Atlanta Aquarium] and [ORIGIN: SFO; DES-
TINATION: ATL ] cannot constitute a pair of command inputs
because the command input [get me flights from San Fran-
cisco to Atlanta] is intervening.

However, in other implementations, intervening command
inputs can be ignored, and thus the command inputs [Atlanta
Agquarium] and [ORIGIN: SFO; DESTINATION: ATL | may
potentially constitute a pair. Now assume that several search
results provided in response to the command input [Atlanta
Aquarium] were selected at the user device, and the selections
indicate the user spent more than a threshold amount of time
on the corresponding resources referenced by the search
results so that the selections are not considered to be “short
clicks” The command sequence identifier 120, using the
appropriate heuristic, will interpret this as an operation suc-
cess. Accordingly, the command inputs [Atlanta Aquarium]|
and [ORIGIN: SFO; DESTINATION: ATL] cannot consti-
tute a pair of command inputs because both are associated
with operation successes.

The heuristics above are just two examples of identifying
command input pairs. Additional heuristics are described
with respect to FIGS. 3 and 4 below.

The command sequence identifier 120 determines, from
the identified pairs of first and second command inputs, com-
mand inputs for which a parsing rule that is associated with
the second operation is to be generated (208). For example,
for the identified pairs of command inputs, the first command
inputs are selected for the generation of parsing rules. This is
because the first command inputs are associated with opera-
tion failures, while the respective second command inputs are
associated with operation successes. Accordingly, in some
implementations, a parsing rule that is associated with the
second operation is to be generated from the first command
inputs of the identified pairs of first and second command
inputs.

The process 200 generates parsing rules for the identified
command input (210). For example, for the pair of command
inputs [get me flights from San Francisco to Atlanta] and
[ORIGIN: SFO; DESTINATION: ATL], a parsing rule for
[get me flights from San Francisco to Atlanta] will be gener-
ated and associated with an action that causes the operation of
the second command input to be performed. The parsing
rules, in some implementations, can be manually generated
by system administrators.

In other implementations, a command model generator
130 can be a machine learned process or manually tuned
process that generates parsing rules for second operations for
the first command inputs. The command model generator 130
can utilize a set of machine learned processes, each tuned for
a particular operation. The parsing rules so generated are
configured to determine from the first command inputs
parameter values for submission as input for a particular
operation with which they are associated. For example, for a
search of the flight booking property, the command model
generator 130 may associate with the parsing rule an action
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that causes an agent or device to submit a query to the flight
booking property that includes an origin value and destination
value. The origin values and destination values, for example,
are city codes.

In some implementations, the parsing rules are grammar
based rules. For example, a grammar is generated for the
above four sentences in the form:

G=<T, N, S, R>;

where:

T={get, me, flights, from, to}

N={_ORG, _DEST}

S=S

R={

S—get me flights from < ORG>to <_DEST>
_ORG, _DEST—<City List>

}: Q_FLT[ORIGIN: Map(_ORG); DESTINATION:
Map(_DEST)]

For the non-terminals _ORG and _DEST, city names from
a city list are used. The pseudo-code after the colon indicates
that upon a successful parse of an input sentence, an input
query for the flight booking property will be generated. The
city codes are obtained by a mapping function Map(*) that
maps an input * to a corresponding city code. Thus, any
sentence of the form:

get me flights from <_ORG> to <_DEST>
will successfully parse to the newly generated rule. Because
the rule is associated with a query input action, a successful
parse either at a user device or processed at a server, will cause
the parsing system to submit the flight query.

There will be many times that a sequence of command
inputs may be potential pairs. As described above, various
heuristics can be used to determine if command inputs should
be classified as pairs. Two additional examples are described
with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4 below.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an example process 300 for
identifying a pair of command inputs. The process 300 can be
implemented in a data processing apparatus of one or more
computers programmed to carry out the operations described
below. The process 300 specifies an additional heuristic that
requires similar parameter values to be in both command
inputs. This heuristic is based on the assumption that should
an operation fail to satisfy a person’s informational need, the
subsequent operation will include, as input, parameters that
are the same or very similar to the parameters input to the first
operation.

The command sequence identifier 120 selects a sequence
of command inputs (302). As described above, the command
sequence identifier 120 may identify a sequence of command
inputs 302, the first associated with an operation failure, and
the second associated with an operation success.

The command sequence identifier 120 determines whether
the first and second command inputs include same or similar
parameter values (304). For example, the first and second
command inputs can be parsed and the resulting terms or
token are analyzed for entity detection. In some implementa-
tions, parameter types and values of entity types are identi-
fied. For example, for the command input pair [get me flights
from San Francisco to Atlanta] and [ORIGIN: SFO; DESTI-
NATION: ATL], entity detection would yield two entity city
types in each command input, as the entities of San Francisco
and Atlanta are clearly specified in both command inputs.
Furthermore, both command inputs include the same or simi-
lar values: San Francisco and SFO, and Atlanta and ATL.

If the first and second command inputs include the same or
similar parameter values, then the command sequence iden-
tifier 120 identifies the sequence of command inputs as a pair
of command inputs (306). For example, because the same
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entity types are included, the command inputs are identified
as a command input pair. Conversely, if the first and second
command inputs do not include the same or similar parameter
values, then the command sequence identifier 120 does not
identify the sequence of command inputs as a pair of com-
mand inputs (308).

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an example process 300 for
generating groups of pairs of command inputs. The process
400 can be implemented in a data processing apparatus of one
or more computers programmed to carry out the operations
described below. The process 300 specifies an additional
heuristic groups first and second command inputs and, for
each group, determines a cardinality to ensure that resulting
command input pairs meet a co-occurrence requirement.

The command sequence identifier 120 groups the first and
second command inputs (402). As described above, the com-
mand sequence identifier 120 may identify a sequence of
command inputs, the first associated with an operation fail-
ure, and the second associated with an operation success. The
potential pairs are then grouped together. A variety of appro-
priate grouping criteria can be used. For example, one group-
ing criteria may require that all first and second command
inputs for a group include the same parameter types. Another
grouping criteria may require a similarity threshold for all
first command inputs belonging to the group be met, such as
each first command input being similar in structure and terms
used. Other appropriate grouping criteria can also be used.

The command sequence identifier 120 determines if the
cardinality of the group meets a threshold (404). The cardi-
nality threshold is selected to ensure that the co-occurrence of
first and second command input sequences are statistically
significant. The cardinality threshold can be set by system
administrator or can vary based on the amount of log data
available. A variety of appropriate statistical analysis tech-
niques can be used to select the cardinality threshold.

If the cardinality of the group meets the threshold, then the
command sequence identifier 120 identifies the first and sec-
ond command inputs in the group as pairs of first and second
command inputs (406). Conversely, if the cardinality of the
group does not meet the threshold, then the command
sequence identifier 120 does not identify the first and second
command inputs in the group as pairs of first and second
command inputs (408).

Embodiments of the subject matter and the operations
described in this specification can be implemented in digital
electronic circuitry, or in computer software, firmware, or
hardware, including the structures disclosed in this specifica-
tion and their structural equivalents, or in combinations of one
or more of them. Embodiments of the subject matter
described in this specification can be implemented as one or
more computer programs, i.., one or more modules of com-
puter program instructions, encoded on computer storage
medium for execution by, or to control the operation of, data
processing apparatus. Alternatively or in addition, the pro-
gram instructions can be encoded on an artificially-generated
propagated signal, e.g., a machine-generated electrical, opti-
cal, or electromagnetic signal, that is generated to encode
information for transmission to suitable receiver apparatus
for execution by a data processing apparatus. A computer
storage medium can be, or be included in, a computer-read-
able storage device, a computer-readable storage substrate, a
random or serial access memory array or device, or a combi-
nation of one or more of them. Moreover, while a computer
storage medium is not a propagated signal, a computer stor-
age medium can be a source or destination of computer pro-
gram instructions encoded in an artificially-generated propa-
gated signal. The computer storage medium can also be, or be
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included in, one or more separate physical components or
media (e.g., multiple CDs, disks, or other storage devices).

The operations described in this specification can be imple-
mented as operations performed by a data processing appa-
ratus on data stored on one or more computer-readable stor-
age devices or received from other sources.

The term “data processing apparatus”™ encompasses all
kinds of apparatus, devices, and machines for processing
data, including by way of example a programmable proces-
sor, a computer, a system on a chip, or multiple ones, or
combinations, of the foregoing The apparatus can include
special purpose logic circuitry, e.g., an FPGA (field program-
mable gate array) or an ASIC (application-specific integrated
circuit). The apparatus can also include, in addition to hard-
ware, code that creates an execution environment for the
computer program in question, e.g., code that constitutes
processor firmware, a protocol stack, a database management
system, an operating system, a cross-platform runtime envi-
ronment, a virtual machine, or a combination of one or more
of them. The apparatus and execution environment can real-
ize various different computing model infrastructures, such
as web services, distributed computing and grid computing
infrastructures.

A computer program (also known as a program, software,
software application, script, or code) can be written in any
form of programming language, including compiled or inter-
preted languages, declarative or procedural languages, and it
can be deployed in any form, including as a stand-alone
program or as a module, component, subroutine, object, or
other unit suitable for use in a computing environment. A
computer program may, but need not, correspond to a filein a
file system. A program can be stored in a portion of a file that
holds other programs or data (e.g., one or more scripts stored
in a markup language document), in a single file dedicated to
the program in question, or in multiple coordinated files (e.g.,
files that store one or more modules, sub-programs, or por-
tions of code). A computer program can be deployed to be
executed on one computer or on multiple computers that are
located at one site or distributed across multiple sites and
interconnected by a communication network.

The processes and logic flows described in this specifica-
tion can be performed by one or more programmable proces-
sors executing one or more computer programs to perform
actions by operating on input data and generating output. The
processes and logic flows can also be performed by, and
apparatus can also be implemented as, special purpose logic
circuitry, e.g.,an FPGA (field programmable gate array) or an
ASIC (application-specific integrated circuit).

Processors suitable for the execution of a computer pro-
gram include, by way of example, both general and special
purpose microprocessors, and any one or more processors of
any kind of digital computer. Generally, a processor will
receive instructions and data from a read-only memory or a
random access memory or both. The essential elements of a
computer are a processor for performing actions in accor-
dance with instructions and one or more memory devices for
storing instructions and data. Generally, a computer will also
include, or be operatively coupled to receive data from or
transfer data to, or both, one or more mass storage devices for
storing data, e.g., magnetic, magneto-optical disks, or optical
disks. However, a computer need not have such devices.
Moreover, a computer can be embedded in another device,
e.g., a mobile telephone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a
mobile audio or video player, a game console, a Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS) receiver, or a portable storage device
(e.g., auniversal serial bus (USB) flash drive), to name just a
few. Devices suitable for storing computer program instruc-
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tions and data include all forms of non-volatile memory,
media and memory devices, including by way of example
semiconductor memory devices, e.g., EPROM, EEPROM,
and flash memory devices; magnetic disks, e.g., internal hard
disks or removable disks; magneto-optical disks; and CD-
ROM and DVD-ROM disks. The processor and the memory
can be supplemented by, or incorporated in, special purpose
logic circuitry.

To provide for interaction with a user, embodiments of the
subject matter described in this specification can be imple-
mented on a computer having a display device, e.g., a CRT
(cathode ray tube) or LCD (liquid crystal display) monitor,
for displaying information to the user and a keyboard and a
pointing device, e.g., amouse or a trackball, by which the user
can provide input to the computer. Other kinds of devices can
be used to provide for interaction with a user as well; for
example, feedback provided to the user can be any form of
sensory feedback, e.g., visual feedback, auditory feedback, or
tactile feedback; and input from the user can be received in
any form, including acoustic, speech, or tactile input. In addi-
tion, a computer can interact with a user by sending docu-
ments to and receiving documents from a device that is used
by the user; for example, by sending web pages to a web
browser on a user’s user device in response to requests
received from the web browser.

Embodiments of the subject matter described in this speci-
fication can be implemented in a computing system that
includes a back-end component, e.g., as a data server, or that
includes a middleware component, e.g., an application server,
or that includes a front-end component, e.g., a user computer
having a graphical user interface or a Web browser through
which a user can interact with an implementation of the
subject matter described in this specification, or any combi-
nation of one or more such back-end, middleware, or front-
end components. The components of the system can be inter-
connected by any form or medium of digital data
communication, e.g., a communication network. Examples
of communication networks include a local area network
(“LAN”) and a wide area network (“WAN™), an inter-network
(e.g., the Internet), and peer-to-peer networks (e.g., ad hoc
peer-to-peer networks).

The computing system can include users and servers. A
user and server are generally remote from each other and
typically interact through a communication network. The
relationship of user and server arises by virtue of computer
programs running on the respective computers and having a
user-server relationship to each other. In some embodiments,
a server transmits data (e.g., an HTML page) to auser device
(e.g., for purposes of displaying data to and receiving user
input from a user interacting with the user device). Data
generated at the user device (e.g., a result of the user interac-
tion) can be received from the user device at the server.

While this specification contains many specific implemen-
tation details, these should not be construed as limitations on
the scope of any inventions or of what may be claimed, but
rather as descriptions of features specific to particular
embodiments of particular inventions. Certain features that
are described in this specification in the context of separate
embodiments can also be implemented in combination in a
single embodiment. Conversely, various features that are
described in the context of a single embodiment can also be
implemented in multiple embodiments separately or in any
suitable subcombination. Moreover, although features may
bedescribed above as acting in certain combinations and even
initially claimed as such, one or more features from a claimed
combination can in some cases be excised from the combi-
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nation, and the claimed combination may be directed to a
subcombination or variation of a subcombination.

Similarly, while operations are depicted in the drawings in
a particular order, this should not be understood as requiring
that such operations be performed in the particular order
shown or in sequential order, or that all illustrated operations
be performed, to achieve desirable results. In certain circum-
stances, multitasking and parallel processing may be advan-
tageous. Moreover, the separation of various system compo-
nents in the embodiments described above should not be
understood as requiring such separation in all embodiments,
and it should be understood that the described program com-
ponents and systems can generally be integrated together in a
single software product or packaged into multiple software
products.

Thus, particular embodiments of the subject matter have
been described. Other embodiments are within the scope of
the following claims. In some cases, the actions recited in the
claims can be performed in a different order and still achieve
desirable results. In addition, the processes depicted in the
accompanying figures do not necessarily require the particu-
lar order shown, or sequential order, to achieve desirable
results. In certain implementations, multitasking and parallel
processing may be advantageous.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method performed by a data
processing apparatus, the method comprising:

accessing command input logs storing data defining user

device sessions;

identifying, from the command input logs, user device

sessions that each respectively store:

a sequence of two or more command inputs, each com-
mand input specifying one or more parameter values,
and each command input having a respective ordinal
position in the sequence, and wherein the sequence
includes at least one pair of a first command input that
precedes a second command input in ordinal position
in the sequence;

first operation data indicating a first operation performed
on data from a first resource property in response to
the first command input;

second operation data indicating a second operation per-
formed on data from a second resource property in
response to the second command input;

identifying pairs of first and second command inputs from

respective user device sessions for which the first and

second operation data are indicative of a first operation
failure and a second operation success; and

determining, from the identified pairs of first and second
command inputs, command inputs for which a parsing
rule that is associated with the second operation is to be
generated.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
identifying pairs of first and second command inputs from
respective user device sessions for which the first and second
operation data are indicative of and first operation failure and
a second operation success comprises, for each pair of first
and second command inputs:

determining that the first command input included a

parameter value specified by a user; and

determining that the second command input included the

same parameter value specified by the user.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
identifying pairs of first and second command inputs from
respective user device sessions for which the first and second
operation data are indicative of and first operation failure and
a second operation success comprises:
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for each pair of first and second command inputs:

determining that the first command input included a
parameter value specified by a user, the parameter
value being of a parameter type; and

determining that the second command input included
the same parameter value specified by the user; and

grouping the pairs of first and second command inputs

according to corresponding parameter types of the
parameter values specified by the pairs, each group cor-
responding to a particular parameter type.

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 3, wherein
identifying pairs of first and second command inputs from
respective user device sessions for which the first and second
operation data are indicative of and first operation failure and
a second operation success further comprises:

determining a cardinality of each group of pairs of first and

second command inputs; and

identifying only pairs of first and second command inputs

from groups that meet a cardinality threshold as pairs of

first and second command inputs for which the first and
second operation data are indicative of and first opera-
tion failure and a second operation success.

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 4, wherein
determining command inputs for which a parsing rule that is
associated with the second operation is to be generated com-
prises determining a parsing rule that is associated with the
second operation is to be generated from the first command
inputs of the identified pairs of first and second command
inputs.

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
determining command inputs for which a parsing rule that is
associated with the second operation is to be generated com-
prises determining a parsing rule that is associated with the
second operation is to be generated from the first command
inputs of the identified pairs of first and second command
inputs.

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the parsing rule is a grammar based rule.

8. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the first command inputs are generated from voice command
inputs.

9. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the first resource property is a search engine property for
searching a plurality of corpora and the second resource prop-
erty is a resource property that is different from the search
engine property and for one particular corpus.

10. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the first and second resource properties are first and
second corpora.

11. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
storing instructions executable by a data processing apparatus
and that upon such execution causes the data processing
apparatus to perform operations comprising:

accessing command input logs storing data defining user

device sessions;

identifying, from the command input logs, user device

sessions that each respectively store:

a sequence of two or more command inputs, each com-
mand input specifying one or more parameter values,
and each command input having a respective ordinal
position in the sequence, and wherein the sequence
includes at least one pair of a first command input that
precedes a second command input in ordinal position
in the sequence;

first operation data indicating a first operation performed
on data from a first resource property in response to
the first command input;
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second operation data indicating a second operation per-
formed on data from a second resource property in
response to the second command input;
identifying pairs of first and second command inputs from
respective user device sessions for which the first and
second operation data are indicative of a first operation
failure and a second operation success; and

determining, from the identified pairs of first and second
command inputs, command inputs for which a parsing
rule that is associated with the second operation is to be
generated.

12. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 11, wherein identifying pairs of first and second
command inputs from respective user device sessions for
which the first and second operation data are indicative of and
first operation failure and a second operation success com-
prises, for each pair of first and second command inputs:

determining that the first command input included a

parameter value specified by a user; and

determining that the second command input included the

same parameter value specified by the user.

13. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 11, wherein identifying pairs of first and second
command inputs from respective user device sessions for
which the first and second operation data are indicative of and
first operation failure and a second operation success com-
prises:

for each pair of first and second command inputs:

determining that the first command input included a
parameter value specified by a user, the parameter
value being of a parameter type; and

determining that the second command input included
the same parameter value specified by the user; and

grouping the pairs of first and second command inputs
according to corresponding parameter types of the
parameter values specified by the pairs, each group cor-
responding to a particular parameter type.

14. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 13, wherein identifying pairs of first and second
command inputs from respective user device sessions for
which the first and second operation data are indicative of and
first operation failure and a second operation success further
comprises:

determining a cardinality of each group of pairs of first and

second command inputs; and

identifying only pairs of first and second command inputs

from groups that meet a cardinality threshold as pairs of

first and second command inputs for which the first and
second operation data are indicative of and first opera-
tion failure and a second operation success.

15. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 14, wherein determining command inputs for which
a parsing rule that is associated with the second operation is to
be generated comprises determining a parsing rule that is

25

30

35

40

45

50

16

associated with the second operation is to be generated from
the first command inputs of the identified pairs of first and
second command inputs.

16. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of'claim 11, wherein determining command inputs for which
aparsing rule that is associated with the second operation is to
be generated comprises determining a parsing rule that is
associated with the second operation is to be generated from
the first command inputs of the identified pairs of first and
second command inputs.

17. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of'claim 11, wherein the parsing rule is a grammar based rule.

18. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 11, wherein the first command inputs are generated
from voice command inputs.

19. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
of claim 11, wherein the first resource property is a search
engine property for searching a plurality of corpora and the
second resource property is a resource property that is differ-
ent from the search engine property and for one particular
corpus.

20. A system, comprising:

a data processing apparatus; and

anon-transitory computer readable storage medium in data

communication with the data processing apparatus stor-

ing instructions executable by the data processing appa-
ratus and that upon such execution causes the data pro-
cessing apparatus to perform operations comprising:

accessing command input logs storing data defining user
device sessions;

identifying, from the command input logs, user device

sessions that each respectively store:

a sequence of two or more command inputs, each com-
mand input specifying one or more parameter values,
and each command input having a respective ordinal
position in the sequence, and wherein the sequence
includes at least one pair of a first command input that
precedes a second command input in ordinal position
in the sequence;

first operation data indicating a first operation performed
on data from a first resource property in response to
the first command input;

second operation data indicating a second operation per-
formed on data from a second resource property in
response to the second command input;

identifying pairs of first and second command inputs from

respective user device sessions for which the first and

second operation data are indicative of a first operation
failure and a second operation success; and

determining, from the identified pairs of first and second
command inputs, command inputs for which a parsing
rule that is associated with the second operation is to be
generated.



